New Zealand Proposes Government Product Safety Poli
on Acceptable Limits of Formaldehyde in Clothing &

cy Statement
Textiles
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In order to provide a clear guidance to the
manufacturers and importers as to the
acceptable limits of formaldehyde in clothing
and textiles without the need for legislation, the
New Zealand Government has recently
proposed a product safety policy statement,
aiming to complement the Consumer
Guarantees Act by setting out what is
considered acceptable quality and fit for
purpose. This also includes the meaning of
products, being supplied, must be safe to use.

Voluntary compliance with the policy statement
will be monitored by the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs Measurement and Product Safety Service.
Although the Ministry will not have power to take
enforcement action under the Fair Trading Act if a
breach of the guidance is identified, any evidence
of failure to comply with the limits set out in the
policy statement will support the need for
mandatory regulation under section 29 of the Fair
Trading Act 1986 or even a product recall or ban
under sections 31 and 32 of the Act.

In recognition of other countries’ requirements
(Table 2), the policy statement has proposed the
acceptable formaldehyde limits (Table 1) utilizing
the internationally recognized test method of EN
ISO 14184-1:1998 for determination of
formaldehyde content A
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Table 1 — New Zealand proposed Government Product S  afety Policy Statement on Acceptable Limits for
Formaldehyde in Clothing and Other Textiles
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Product Category Proposed Formaldehyde Limit Rationale
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In recognition of the European
Union advice, and the

Clothing for babies and infants

under 2 years of age No greater than 30 ppm (30mg/kg) Eturodpezn and eco-label
y ) 4CYE>30 ppm (30mg/k standard.
/9%
Clothing specifically designed
and marketed as for people (both In recognition of the European
children and adults) with Union advice, and the
sens?t@ve skin or to gvoid any No greater than 30 ppm (30mg/kg) European and eco-label
sensitive reaction with skin ACYE»30 ppm (30mg/kg) standard.
#00,6xEéFS!]),6xE> # 0°21A, Ad2@f+0as0%
GihMyAAu2J0 Xa>™ A /9%

001242 A

In recognition of the approach
adopted by the Netherlands of
allowing for items which meet
safe limits after an initial
wash.

No greater than 100 ppm (100
mg/kg) or no greater than 100 ppm
(100 mg/kg) after wash if there is a
label or instruction recommending
. 5 to “wash before first use”.
Eya,bxy2,Xa>m24z4 - 4CYE>100 ppm (100mglkg) E éd0 | 9K DEIE>G>*i [9% Of 0"é#x 4
IREAEE: P [98 'eadso XX E4E | $UCE] <LSGE AE X 5!
'‘é#x 4 4CYE> 100 ppm (100mg/kg)

Clothing and textiles in direct
contact with skin

In recognition of a number of

Clothing and textiles not in direct No greater than 300 ppm (300 other jurisdictions limits and

contact with skin mg/kg) the eco-label standard limit.

KE y 8,6x y2o.X 4>™ 424> 4CYF>300 ppm (300mg/kg) JWa sL$GE,X |98 D B 2)f +
UAS U SLS$GE

The proposed policy statement is still opened for JE 2007 H11 U28 ;' @ O8@éU" [ 1*A

public comments until 28 November 2007. 4axaz» A

Table 2 — International Formaldehyde Limits in Clot ~ hing and Other Textiles
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Textiles for babies and Textiles in direct skin Textiles not in direct
Country/ N§ infants contact skin contact

H 2P 474>+ JEya,6xy 7?0474 KEy &,6x y?°4Z4> o
With 1500 ppm or above
must be labeled.

1500 ppm é1b ™NO U
7

With 1500 ppm or above With 1500 ppm or above
Austria/ 9 y must be labeled. must be labeled.

1500 ppm é1p ™NO U T 1500 ppm é1p ™NO U T
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China/ N £20 ppm * £75 ppm £300 ppm

France / "© N 20 ppm ? 200 ppm 400 ppm
Finland/ 8€ D £30ppm * £100 ppm £300 ppm
Norway / p O 30 ppm * 100 ppm 300 ppm

With 1500 ppm or above With 1500 ppm or above

must bear the label must bear the label

“Contains formaldehyde - “Contains formaldehyde -

Washing this garment is Washing this garment is

recommended prior to first recommended prior to first

time use in order to avoid time use in order to avoid

Germany / <N irritation of the skin.” irritation of the skin.” -

1500 ppm é1p ™NO j UIR | 1500 ppm é1p ™NO i UIR
pUT O yy3Bo- FS! pUT O yy@Bo- FS!
9,6x E [980) 6 S*i #U'é 9°,6x E [980) 6 S*i HU"é

a>m a>m
1
Japan/ 1 Not detectat:le (29 ppm) 75 ppm
d6N>e "]
More than 120 ppm must More than 120 ppm must
bear the label “Wash bear the label “Wash
before first use”, and the before first use”, and the
Netherlands product must not contain product must not contain
more than 120 ppm after more than 120 ppm after
9K D
wash. wash.
CYEA20 ppm ™NO i UIR b | CYEA20 ppm ™NO i UIR b
U7+ SHil'é#x ° 2"é#x 4 OFT .+ SHil'é#x * 2"6#x 4

{ * YG£ 46NCYE> 120 ppm { * YVGE£ 46NCYE> 120 ppm

! Textiles for babies under 2 years. | EO*io U8 H
% Textiles for babies under 3 years./ EO*i Y U 18 H

As your key business partner,
STR offers Formaldehyde testing on Textiles & Clothing to
ensure your products are good for marketing worldwi de!
ALIBHN Q6 STR fi< 424>« 4>™+ Go y GEX#A©
D% ... "1HE "iPe@déStdEz

For enquiries or other information on hazardous substance testing on textiles and garments,
please contact STR at :
8O JAT4Z4> « 74>™ Y H(=Bii yGE #ACL JW,IGuC EA6(2I STR O

Email £1.... CharlenePeng@strcn.com /Softlines.enquiry@strhk.com
Telephone + A+: (755) 2601 8629
(852) 29434630 / 24188063

or visit our website at é##2ce 8 A, X N/ http://www.strhk.com or http://www.strcn.com
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